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"took abundant interest in more ardent friends
Perhaps it was that they amused him; in return
his good-natured ironies put them wholesomely
on their mettle. As has been well said of him,
he had a unique power of animation without
combat; it was all stimulus and yet no contest;
his talk was full of youth, yet had all the
wisdom of mature judgment (E. H. HuUon).
Those who were least willing to assent to
Bagehot's practical maxims in judging current
affairs, yet were well aware how mnch they pro-
fited by his Socratic objections, and knew, too,
what real acquaintance with men and business,
what honest sympathy and friendliness, and what
serious judgment and interest all lay under his
playful and racy humour.

More untimely, in one sense, than any other
was the death of Professor Clifford, whose articles
in this Keview attracted so much attention, and
I fear that I may add, gave for a season so much
offence six or seven years ago. Cairnes was
scarcely fifty when he died, and Bagehot was
fifty-one, but Clifford was only four-and-thirty.
Yet in this brief space he had not merely won a
reputation as a mathematician of the first order,